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Why be concerned with Safety?



Whose Responsibility is it to Meet 
Safety Requirements?

ÅThe captain is responsible for safety of vessel 
and crew and must make sure requiredsafety 
equipment is on board and he/she knows how 
to use it.

ÅPrudence also demands that recommended 
equipment also be on board to ensure safety 
of vessel and crew where warranted.



Display of Numbers and 
Documentation

ÅDisplay of Numbers- Your vessels registration 
number must be permanently displayed on 
the forward half on both sides.  Letters must 
ōŜ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ оέ ƘƛƎƘΦ

ÅOriginal signed registration document must be 
on board.  All boats in PA State Parks, whether 
powered or unpowered must be registered.



Display of Stickers

ÅPark Sticker is required from Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) 
to launch a boat on Lake Nockamixon or if you 
have mooring permit.  Display decal to vessel 
aft of amidships on the Starboard side. 

ÅState Validation Sticker issued by PA Boat and 
Fish Commission must be within six inches of 
registration letters.



Required Safety Equipment

ÅA US Coast Guard approved wearable Personal 
Flotation Device (PFD) is required for each 
person on board.  Must be readily accessible 
where they can be easily reached and in good 
serviceable condition.

ÅA throw able PFD (Seat cushion or ring buoy) 
is required if your vessel is 16 feet or longer in 
length.  Must be immediately available or 
within arms reach.  

ÅIf children on board any size vessel you must 
have child sized PFDs on board.  If vessel 20 
feet or less then children 12 and under must 
wear a PFD while underway on 
Commonwealth waters.



What Type of PFD do you need?
ÅType I- Off shore lift jacket.  Will turn most 

unconscious people to a face up position.  
Recommended if long wait for rescue expected.

ÅType II- Near shore lift jacket.  Will turn some 
unconscious people to a face up position.  More 
comfortable than Type I.  Best choice on Lake. 

ÅType III- Flotation aids.  For conscious individuals in 
calm waters where quick rescue is probable.

ÅType IV- Throwabledevices.  Life rings, horse shoes, 
etc.

ÅType V- Special use devices.  Must be worn to count 
as PFD for each person on board.  Typically inflates in 
water and acts as Type II when inflated. 



What lights are required at night for 
Sailboats on Lake Nockamixon

No motor.  Side and stern 
lights required.

With motor. In use,  Side, 
stern, and steaming lights 
required.

If less than 23 feet and no 
motor then flashlight required.

Anchor light required
at night if at anchor.

-All boats must show required running lights between sunset and sunrise and during 
periods of restricted visibility.  

-All boats must display an anchor light when they are anchored on any boatable
Commonwealth waters (except in special anchorage areas).  



Required Safety Equipment

ÅA Coast Guard approved fire extinguisher 
must be carried on your sailboat if it has a 
motor and there are closed compartments 
or closed living spaces.  Must be installed so 
they are immediately available within arms 
reach of operator or passengers on board.  
Must be maintained and fully charged.
ÅOne Type B is required.  Type B/C is best 

choice.  B is for gas, oil, grease.  Type C is for 
electrical files.  Type A is for paper and 
wood.  Not often used on boats.



What safety equipment is required on 
Lake Nockamixon?

ÅSound Producing Devices:  
ïIf your sailboat does not have a motor 

then you must have some means of 
making an efficient oral or mechanical 
sound signal that can be heard by 
another vessel in time to avoid a 
collision.   
ïIf you sailboat has a motor, a mechanical 

means of producing a sound signal is 
required.
Å!ƴ ŀǘƘƭŜǘƛŎ ŎƻŀŎƘΩǎ ǿƘƛǎǘƭŜ ƛǎ 

acceptable
ÅMust be readily accessible.



Recommended Safety Equipment

ÅDeck free of hazards and clean bilge.

ÅElectrical system should be protected by 
switches and fuse panels.

ÅFuel tanks must be constructed of non 
breakable material and be free of corrosion 
and leaks.



Recommended Safety Equipment  
on Lake Nockamixon

Oars or paddle Tool kit

Bailing device Spare motor cut off switch

VHF Radio Extra light bulbs 

Cell phone Fuses

Flash light Plugs for thru holes or leaks

Visual distress signalsExtra gas can

First aid kit Anchor

Tow line



How to get Help on Lake Nockamixon

ÅContact Park Office on Marine Emergency 
Stations 16 or 22 on Saturday or Sunday from 
8:00 AM ς4:00 PM.  Available weekends only.  
When park office closed, more likely to get 
help from other boaters on channel 16 or 9.  

ÅAlso can call 911 and County will call Rangers 
who send help.  Calling 911 is still the best and 
most reliable way to get help unless it is the 
weekend and you can reach the park office.



Good Samaritan Rule

ÅProtects mariners from liability when helping 
other vessels in trouble.

ÅSays you must render assistance to other 
boats in trouble unless it might cause harm to 
your vessel or its passengers.



Anchor Types

If your engine 
stops then an 
anchor could 
keep your 
vessel off of 
the rocks.



Introduction to Sailing

What are distress signals on the water?


